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AUSTRIAN TREATY TALKS, The Foreign Ministers! Deputies of the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain and trance met in London on 
January 9, in order to resume their deliberations on the Austrian 
State Treaty. The telks had been suspended in New York on December 
14. No progress has yet been made, Soviet Deputy Georgi N, Zarubin 
having stated that he liad received no further instructions from his 
government regarding agreement on Art, 48 bis of the Treaty (Soviet 
claims for tussian services and supplies to Austria since liay 8,1945) 
through bilateral negotiations between the Austrian Government and 
Soviet authorities in Vienna, 

On January 18, the United States, British and french Ambassadors 
in Moscow discussed the proolem of the Austrian Treaty talks with 
Andrei A. Gronyko, Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister, 

According to a statement released by the U.S, Department of State 
on January 19, “Ambassador “irk, and the british and French Ambassa- 
dor Kirk, and the lLritish and French Ambassadors, asked iMr, Gromyko 
what assurances could be given that the Vienna negotiations would be 
completed thus permitting the Deputies to conclude the Austrian Treaty 
on the basis of the agreement in Paris of June 20, 1949, No assurances 
were given by ir. Gromylko that this obstacle would be removed in the 
near future," 

"The United States Government" the statement goes on, "desires 
an early conclusion of the Treaty and the long overdue re-establish- 
ment of complete Austrian sovereignty and independence which was pro- 
mised by the ifloscow declaration of 1943," 

The statement released by the U.S, Department of State concludes 
as follows: 

"Although the Deputies are scheduled to meet again in London, 
Friday, January 20, in view of the attitude of Wr. Gromyko, it is 
doubtful whether further progress can be made, Under the circun- 
stances consideration will be given to future appropriate action that 
may be taken to re-establish Austrian freedom and independence in 
accordance with the publicly stated policy of this government," 





"GIVE US OUR FREEDOM AT LAST!" -- PRESIDENT RENNER ASKS THE WORLD. 
Fresident harl Nenner in a New Year speech addressed a ringing appeal 
to world opinion, and to the Big Four, in particular, to finally re- 
concile their differences and reach agreement on the Austrian State 
Treaty. He drew a bitter comparison between the four and a half 
months the allied Powers had needed in 1919 to make peace with an 
Austrian state that had openly declared war on many countries and 
their failure to give a treaty today to an Austrian Republic that had 
itself been conquered, absorbed and involved in war against its will. 
Dr. Renner recalled that he had helped to negotiate the Treaty of 
St. Germain in 1919 and that Austria had then been defeated and occu- 
pied, But the post World War I occupation by small Italian detach- 
ments was child's play compared to today's occupations at that time, 
what had been considered as genuine war booty was of course forfeited 
and the costs of the occupation had not been very significant. The 
question of war reparations and confiscation of national assets had 
been left to the peace treaty itself, "But what happened to us this 
time?", the Austrian Chief of State asked, "When the four warring 
powers met on our soil as a result of the fortunes of war and pro- 
ceeded to settle down, I characterized the fate that had befallen us 
with the phrase: 'four elephants in a rowboat'; but I could not con- 
ceive of such a boat ride as anything but a short one, And since no 
Austrian Republic had existed to declare war and since we ourselves 
had been invaded, occupied and involved in the war without having 
been asked, I surely thought that, contrary to our position in 1918, 
we were today a liberated country and that the four powers had come 
as liberators,." 

"But everything turned out differently: Austria has become a 
European, nay, a world problem - a problem between the big powers. 
In so far as this is our problem, we have solved it long since", Dr. 
Renner continued, “The way every Austrian feels about it is: leave 
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us alone! We are capable of settling our own matters and solving, on 
our our own, the problems of Nazism, war damages, our internal demo- 
cratic order and our absolute will to remain independent from either 
the West or the Last, the South or the North, We want to be left 
alone, so leave us alone," 

"This is everyone's conviction, but the fact that we have become 
a mere pawn is overlooked, We were not asked to name a delegation to 
defend the country's interests at a conference, The Big Powers nego- 
tiate about us over our head and we are given a hearing in the lobby," 

In closing, President Kenner declared that the State Treaty was 
not only the desired goal of all Austrians -- a matter of absolute 
necessity in fact -- but much more than that. The treaty had ceased 
to be an Austrian matter and had become a European and even a world 
problem, the solution of which would be the long awaited harbinger of 
DCACE, 


AUSTRIA JOINS INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC CONVENTION, Dr, Ludwig Klein- 
waechter, the Austrian Minister in Washington, signed an international 
traffic convention at the end of December, 1949, which was drafted by 
the Inland Traffic Comnaittee of the United Nations! Economic Commission 
for Europe, The agreement was originally signed on June 16 in Geneva 
by representatives of Belgium, Luxembourg, Trance, Italy, the Nether- 
lands, Norway, Switzerland and Great lritain, 

According to the agreement, three draft conventions regulating 
international highway traffic in Lurope and a thereto-appertaining 
protocol will go into effect on January 1 on a provisional basis, 
until such time as a final agreement is reached, 





COLOMBIA REeESTABLISHES DIPLOMATIC REIAVIONS WITH AUSTRIA, Following 
the decision by the Republic of Colombia to resume diplomatic rela- 
tions with Austria, Adrian Rotter, the Austrian linister in Argentina, 
who is simultaneously accredited to Venezuela, has now also extended 
his diplomatic jurisdiction to Colombia, 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA ALSO SEAIS PORDER WITH AUSTRIA, Following Hungary's 
action in sealing her Austrian border with mines and barbed wire, 
Czechoslovakia too has now adopted similar measures to prevent people 
from fleeing to the West according to the 'Viener Tageszeitung', The 
erection of three rows of barbed wire is now being rushed along the 
CzecheAustrian border, with mine fields being laid between these 
fences, Lookout towers will be spaced at one kilometer intervals and 
will be equipped with machine guns and searchlights,. 





AUSTRIAN LEGISIATORS ESTABLISH AUSTHIAI SECTION OF EUROPEAN PARLIA- 
MENTARY COUNCIL, iiembers of both houses of the Austrian Parliament 
recently formed an Austrian section of the European Parliamentary 
Council, Deputies Pittermann (Socialist Party) and Lduard Ludwig 
(People's Party) were elected chairmen of the group. ‘The latter dis- 
closed that the most important objective of the organization,in the 
foreign field, would be to promote close relations with other Pan- 
European movements and establish preliminary contact with the Stras- 
bourg Parliament, DLomestically, the new group will follow a policy 
calculated to establish a firm foundation for the Pan-European movee 
ment in Austria, 








YUGOSIAVIA PROMISES RETURN OF AUSVRIAN WAR PRISONERS, Shortly before 
Christmas, Austria's Secretary of the Interior, Oskar Helmer, dis- 
cussed with Yugoslav Ambassador Repic the fate of the Austrian pri- 
soners of war and civilians still interned in Yugoslavia, The 
Yugoslav envoy promised to contact his government immediately, with a 
view to solving this burning question once and for all. 





YOUTHS ARRESTED IN LINZ NEO-NAZIS OR COMMUNISTS? A number of youths 
were recently arrested in Linz, Upper Austria, because of Neo-Nazi 
activities, According to a report of the People's Party press ser- 
vice, the arrested had met in the apartment of a Communist, It was 
further disclosed that the arrested had been expelled from the Hitler 
Youth Mlovement in 1943 and 1944 because of Communist activities, 





A.J. EDNEY APPOINTED BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER IN AUSTRIA, 
Foreign Secretary Ernest Devin approved the nomination of Brigadier 
Awd, Edney, CeBeE., to the post of british Deputy High Commissioner in 
Austria, The appointment took effect January 1, 1950, 
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Brig. AwJ, Edney succeeds General Winterton, who was recently 


appointed Successor to General Galloway as british High Commissioner 
in Austria, 





AUSTRIAN CiRISTIAS AMNESTY FOR PRISONERS, At the suggestion of 
Minister of Justice Otto Tschadek, President Karl Remer on the occa- 
sion of the Christmas holidays decreed an amnesty for a number of 
Austrians serving jail sentences, This year's armmesty affects a total 
of 722 prisoners who had been convicted by Austrian Courts to jail 
terms of various duration. Persons convicted on the basis of the War 
Crimes Law were not included under the amesty. 


AUSTAZAN CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYE™S OVER 65 TO BE RETIRED, One of the 
first measures of the current adninistrative reform being carried out 
by the Austrian Government is the decision to pension all government 
employees who were 65 years old on December 31, 1949, According to a 
decision by the Council of Ministers, government agencies and departe 
ments will no longer be permitted to forward applications for exten- 
sion of retirewent dates anc strict adherence to the new measure will 
be expected of them, 





FINAL DATE FOR FILLING RUSTITUTION atPLICATIONS EXTENDED, The 
Rustrian council of Jinisters has aiproveda the draft of a decree ex- 
tending to iWarch 31, 1950, the final cate by which all restitution 
applications, in acccercaince with the lst, 2nd and 3rd Restitution 
laws, must be filed, by :Jovember Svth, 9,884 applications had been 
filed in accordance wit the lst Restitution Law, 991 in accordance 
with the 2nd and 22,726 in accordance with the Srd. 





AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN VISITS VIENNA, Mr, W, Averell Harriman, President 
Truman's ambassador-nt-large for the larshall Plan, arrived in Vienna 
for a short visit on December 22, Ue declared at a press conference 
that Austrian production had rade notable progress during the past 
year and a nalf. During that period, the production index had risen 
from 85% of the 1937 levels to 125%. Progress had been especially 
marked in agricultural production where the yield per hectare had in- 
creased 2o% over that of the preceding year, 

The roving Varshall Plan ainbassador contested the widespread 
belief in Europe that increased production could be obtained only 
through increased labor productivity. The individual work output of 
European workers was definitely equal to that of American workers, 
America's greater productivity was solely the result of different 
labor methods, better organization and production management, and the 
use of efficient production mechinery. ir, Harriman contested the 
opinion held in certain foreign circles that Austria was using too 
large a slice of ERP aid to improve her food situation. He pointed to 
the fact that funds for food imports had been redu:ed from 170 million 
dollars in 1948 to 67 million in 1949, and that 20, of Austria's na- 
tional income were being used for investments, The latter figure, Mr. 
Harriman conciuded, is proportionally greater than the investment 
figure in the United States, vhich proved coi.clusively that these 
allegations were not true. 

From Vienna Ambassador harvinan left for St. Anton am Arlberg, 
where he spent a few days skilinve 





ERP ADVISORY COUNCIL TO PE ESTALLS'ED IN AUSTRIA. An ERP Advisory 
Council has been establisned in Austria to aiford various branches of 
Austrian industry and trece, as well as labor snd agriculture, the 
opportunity to keep informed of current ERP activi.v and to have a 
voice in ijarshall Plan matters, The Council is conrosed of representa- 
tives of the Chambers of Commerce, Labor and Agriculture, of the Asso- 
ciation of Austrian Industrialists, the Federation of Labor and the 
Association of Banks, 





AUSTRIAN TRANSPORTATION SPECIALISTS TO VISIT USA. Three Austrian 
transportation specialists will vis‘s ths United States in mid-January 
under a Marshall Plan technical assistance project, the Economic Coope- 
ration Administration announced on December 16. 

The project, sponsored by the Austrian Government, is designed 
to step up the efficiency of its transportation services, The three 
experts = iir, Robert Kratzer and ilr, Carl Schneider of the Austrian 
Federal Railroads, and iir, Ernst Goerg of the Vienna Municipal Trans- 
port System - will study operating and maintenance methods of U.S. 
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railroads and transit companies by visiting railway shops, yard termi- 
nals, garages and dispatch centers of American bus and railway compa- 
nies. The visiting experts will pay particular attention to methods 

that may enable personnel economies in the operation of the railroads, 


RUSSIANS DO SERIOUS DAMAGE TO AUSTRIAN FOREST RESOURCES, Four to five 
times the normal amount of timber is being fell€d in forests now under 
Russian control in the burgenland according to a Socialist press agercy 
report, ‘The annual felling area in this region of 28,000 hectares 

(1 hectare = 2,47 acres) used to average 280 hectares, But now 1,200 
to 1,400 hectares are cut down yearly, These excessive and haphazard 
fellings have already caused great camage to the timber resources and 
to the surrounding agricultural areas through wind breakage, 

According to reliable estimates, 4,000 to 5,000 hectares of 
valuable woodland have been destroyed in the Burgenland during the past 
three years, The reforestation of the denuded area will be a long and 
weary process, Together with the fellings in Lower Austria, the total 


area derorested by the Russians is now estimated at alinost 30,000 
hectares, 





AUSTRIA LOWEZRS HER FOREIGN TRADE BARRIERS, The recently signed trade 
agreement between Austria and France reflects a reciprocal liberaliza- 
tion of their respective trade barriers: 57% of i’rench imports into 
Austria will be exempt from all quota restrictions and Austrian prod- 
ucts entering trance will also benefit from more liberal regulations, 
The Austrian measure is in keeping with the request of the Organiza- 
tion of Luropean Economic Cooperation to all idarshall Plan countries 
to lower, by at least 50%, their import barriers for goods from ERP 
member countries by December 15, 1949, The new Austrian lists of im- 
port goods fully or partly exempt from quota restrictions cover three 
categories: Category A includes those goods which are no longer re- 
stricted; Category B 1, those on which restrictions will be lifted 
unilaterally; and Category 5 2, those goods on which import restric- 
tions will be lifted only in return for similar concessions by the 
trade partner involved, German copies of these lists may be obtained 
from the Austrian Foreign Trade Office, 70 all Street, New York, NY. 





AiBRICAN PRODUCTION M&™ii0oDS FOR AUSTRIAN PLATTS, Professor Wilhelm 
Taucher, Director of the Austrian Central SRP Agency, in a recent in- 
terview discussed current efforts being made to increase Austrian pro- 
duction, He told newsmen that an overall plan had been drawn up in 
conjunction with iir, Silverman, the American production expert who had 
come to Austria for this purpose, and that several plants had already 
volunteered to put the program into efrect, Productivity is to be in- 
creased by improvement of technical, organizational, advertising, 
management and other methods, 

An extensive program for the exchange of American and Austrian 
production experts is planned fora later date, and will include visits 
of Austrian management groups to the United States to study the latest 
methods of production in this country. 





AUSTRIAN PRODUCTION OF EUNTING CARTRIDGES, The first Austrian hunting 
cartridge factory recently started production in lhramsach, Tyrol, with 
the help of machines imported from tho United States, After meeting 
the domestic demand, the new factory pians to export a large part of 
its cartridge production, It is said that the shot-gun cartridge 
"Austria I" is on a par with similar German products of pre-war 
manufacture, 





ALPINE=MONTAN CORPORATION RESUITS LEADING POSITION IN CENTRAL EUROPEAN 
IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY, ‘The large, nationalized metallurgical works 
01 the Austrian Alpine-iiontan Corporation have regained in the last 
few years their leading position in the Central European iron and steel 
industry, Of the 47,000 workers employed in the Austrian iron and 
steel industry, 25,000 work for the Alpine-/fontan Corporation, Thanks 
to Marshall Plan aid, the corporation's wide-flung plants have been ex- 
tensively modernized and most of the war and post-war damage repaired. 
The following production figures for 1949 are available: 2,167,000 
tons of lignite, 1,455,000 tons of iron ore, 330,000 tons of pig iron, 
475,000 tons of natural steel, 370,000 tons of rolled stock and 144 
million kw. of electric energy. 

Ore mining operations at the Erzberg, in Styria, are in full swing, 
with a current yield of 4,500 tons per day. Present plans call for an 
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increase to 5,500 tons, Although the Erzberg's ore reserves, esti- 
yated at about 400 million tons, are expected to last for quite a 
while, those of the Huettenberg, in Carinthia, will probably be ex- 
nausted in about 10 years, Other sources of ore supply have, however, 
pcen found. Current production of pig iron now amounts to about 
25,000 to 50,600 tons per month, The Alpine-Nonten Corporation is 
now supplying about 40,000 tons of natural steel from its thirteen 
Siemens-ilartin furnaces and three electric furnaces in operation at 
ponawitz, anu from the three electric and one Siemens-.iartin furnaces 
at the Judenburg Steel Works (Carinthia) of its Styrian Cast Steel 
orks (Steirischen Gusstahlwerke). Its rolled stock is produced at 
its Donawitz and Kindberg Foundries, its Judenburg Works, its Krieg- 
lacher Iron Works and its Lfron and Stcel Works in Ferlach, Carinthia. 
In addition, the Alpine-liontan Corporation has a modern machine plant 
in Zeltweg vhere mining and other equinment is made, 

Unlike Austria's other iron and steel works, which are exporting 
up to oO, oF their output, the Alpine-liontan Corporation is purposely 
restricting its exports to about 25% of its total production, Although 
its products are ruch in demand abroad, the company's output is in- 
tended primarily for the domestic market whose iron and steel require- 
ments are still on a large scale, 


EXPORT OF AUSTRIAN ROLLING STOCi. TO SOUTH AMERICA, The Colombian State 
Railroads recently placed an order for 50 freight cars, 10 passenger 
coaches and 4 dining cars with the large Austrian rolling stock pro- 
ducer Simmering Graz Pauker Coe, Ince All the cars ordered are of the 
ioureaxle type and have a track gauge oi 9l4mm, ‘he total value of 

the order, which may be enlarged by the addition of 10 foureaxle tank 
cars, now amounts to about one million dollars, 

Current negotiations with the Argentine hailroads for the supply 
of 22 Diesel trains, comprising four cars each, are also expected to 
lead to a large-scale orcer for Austrian roliing stock, 

in addition to supplying the Austrian Yeceral kailroads with new 
rolling stock, tie Simmering Graz Pauker Co., Inc., during the last 
few years, has also effected important exports of railroad equipment, 
perticularly to Jestern Germany and Turkey. 





VIENNA DOES EXCELLENT BUSINESS DURING CHRISTMAS SEASON, Vienna's 
\sinesemen expressed satisiaction at the volume of this year's Christ- 
“os business, it is renorted from Vienua, shortly before the holidays, 
« costeof-living bonus totalling 400 million schillings was granted to 
all workers and e:plovees to help them meet recent price increases, 
joarly all of this money was used for the purchase of various con- 
sumers' goods. 

In the Mariahilferstrasse, the main business section for low 
price consumers' goods and essential articles, crowds not only blocked 
sidewalks, but overflowed into the street, to such an extent that 
pedestrian and automobile traffic almost came to a standstill, A 
survey revealed thet items of everyday use, such as clothing, shoes, 
small pieces of furniture, dishes and itchen utensils were most in 
demand, The exchange market, where used articles are bought and cx- 
changed, was also the scene of lively activity, Thanks to extensive 
barter transactions with neighbouring countries, the widespread demand 
for carp and poultry, -- the traditional Christmas dishes -- could be 
satisfied, and the Christmas holidays in Vienna were thus celebrated 
in a cheerful atmosphere, 








NEW AUSTRIAN HIGH-TENSION LINE INAUGURATED. At the beginning of 
December the high-tension (220,000 volts) line from Kaprun to Ernst- 
hofen, Salzburg, was inaugurated in the presence of Chancellor Leopold 
Figl. Construction of the new line was financed by 50 million schil- 
lings of ECA countorpart funds, The 130 mile line took nine months 

to complete. Its average section from pole to pole is 1082 feet in 
length, although the part of the line bridging the Wagrainer Sattel 
(Salzburg), the longest section is 5,464 feet long. The line com- 
prises 545 carrier poles and 155 smmt circuit poles with an aggregate 
weight of 4,600 tons, All construction materials used on the line 
were produced in Austria, 








64% OF 1949 TRANSIT SHIPMENTS THROUGH TRIESTE CAM! FROM AUSTRIA. 
During the first 10 months of 1949, 5,7 million tons of goods from the 
Danube area were transshipped through the port of Trieste (compared to 
2,4 million tons in 1948), Of these, 3,7 million tons, or 64/, cause 
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from Austria, Second on the list of countries of origin was Czecho- 
slovakia with one half miliion tons, Shipments from Germany amounted 
to 190,000 tons (compared to 9,0CO tons in 1948). 

Incoming ocean freight totalled 14 million tons during this 
period (11,5 miilion tons in 1948), Austria also headed the list of 
Danube area countries receiving rail shipments from Trieste: of a to- 
tal of 13 million tons, 10,5 million (or 81:5) went to that country, 


THANSI?T TRAFFIC ON DANUBE REeESTABLISHED, For the first tine since 
the end of World War Ii transit traffic his been resumed on the Danube, 
swo Yugoslav motor launches end six freighters recently brought 2,700 
tons of pyrite to Kegensburg (Germany) and were loaded with Ruhr coal 
for their return trip to Yugoslavia, 

Preight rates from Yugoslavia to Kegensburg for river shipment on 


the Danube are about two dollars less ver ton than for shipment by 
rail, 





INCREASE IN AUSTRIAN RADIO, TELEPHONE AND TSLETYPE FACILITIES, The 
new oo lw transmitter on top of the Lisamberg, near Vienna, will go 
into operation in a few weeks, it was revealed by Lr, Dvorschak, 
Director General of the Austrian Post and Telegraph Administration, 
at a recent interview, Another transiitter at the bisamberg, with a 
power of at least 100 iW, as well as additional transmitters in other 
parts of Austria where radio reception is still poor or non-existent, 
are also being planed, 

Dr, Pvorschal: also said that during the past year telephone con- 
nections in Vienna had increased from 115,416 to 1°7,500, and in all 
of Austria, from 219,000 to 240,004, Teletype facilities are now 
used by 551 subscribers, 

The Austrian Postal Aduinistration now employs more than 359,000 
people anc operates 2,200 post offices, The bus lines owned by the 
Administration serve 450 routes and transport an average of 3.2 mil- 
lion passengers per year, 





LONG DISTANCE TELEPHOINE AND TLEGRAM RavES INCREASED, International 
telephone and telegram rates from Austria were increased by about 75% 
in Lbecember, Fovrcign postage rates were also increased considerably. 
A three-minute call from Vienna to wurich now costs 25,70 schillings; 
from Vienna to taris, 44,60 scrillings, Telegraphic rates from Vienna 
to aurich are now 0,91 schillings per word, ana from Vienna to Paris, 
1,46 schillings per word, The increase is a result of the recently 
adopted changes in foreign exchanye re, :1iationss 








PROGRAM OF THE 1950 SALZLURG iRSTIUVAL, «iceting under the chairmanship 
of Governor ilaus, the directors oi tue Salzburg Festivals approved 
the following program for the 1950 l’estivals 

Operas: keethoven's "Fidelio", Mozart's "Don Giovanni" and "The 
Wagic Flute", all three to be conducted by Wilhelm Furtwaengler; Ri- 
chard Strauss! "Capriccio", conducted by karl Loehm; Benjamin Britten's 
"The Rape of Lucretia" and Loris Blacher's “Romeo and Juliet", The 
latter two operas will be performed in one evening under the baton of 
Josef lhrips, 

Plays: lofmannsthal's "Everyman" and Carl Raimund's “Der Ver- 
schwender", The choice of a third play is still being discussed, 

The following conductors will appear with the Vienna Philhamonic 
in orchestral concerts: Karl koetui, Wilhelm Furtwaengler, Hans Knap- 
pertsbusch, Josef Krips, Prof, Kubelik and Bruno Walter, The four 
Serenade concerts will be under the baton of Bernhard Paumgartner, 

The five concerts in the Cathedral are to be conducted by Josef liess- 
ner, Also scheduled are four concerts of chamber music and two 
matinée concerts, 





MOZART YEAR 1951, The board of trustees of the international llozarteum 
Foundation in salzburg is planning various festivities for 1951, in 
commemoration of the 160th anniversary or Mozart's death, A series of 
special concerts will be given in Augsburg, the birthplace of Mozart's 
father Leopold, and in Vienna, where Mozart died, A congress of musi- 
cology and music education will be held in Salzburg, where an exhibi- 
tion is also schedulede A music competition for the purest Mozartean 
interpretations of his vocal, violin and piano compositions will round 
out the festivities in memory of the great composer, 
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VIENNA PITILHARMONIC GIVES BENEFIT CONCERT FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF STATE 
OphhA. On January 10, the Vierma Thilharmonic gave a benefit concert 
muer the baton of the Swiss conductor hobert F, Denzler to raise 

funds for the reconstruction of the Vienna State Opera, All proceeds 
from the concert, as well as the money which had been collected in 
larger cities by 2 Swiss comniittee auring the last few weeks, were 
donated for the same purpose, Those attenaing the concert were given 
the opportunity to enter their names in a special guest book and there- 
by testify to their interest in the reconstruction of the State Opera, 











VIENNESE BALLET ENSEMBIE TOURS UNITED STATES. A Viennese Ballet En- 
seible, directed by the noted Austrian chorevgrapher Grete Wiesenthal, 
recently arrived in the United States, The troupe which preceeded its 
American engagement with successful tours of Furope and South America 
features a unique program that cantures the spirit and atmosphere of 
Old Vienna, Ime, Wiesenthal has achieved a notable reputation in 
Europe where her creations have been performed in such theaters as the 
Vienna State Opera and at the Salzburg Festivals, Unlike some choreo- 
craphers, who begin with the story and then seek an appropriate score, 
Jmee Wiesenthal goes directly to the music for her inspiration, From 
_such diverse composers as Bach, Dvorak, Johann Strauss, Scliubert, Cho- 
pin and Saluhofer, she has created more than 20 works which are in the 
repertoire of the Viennese Ballet Ensemble, Their current American 
tour, which features ther: in more than 40 cities, is under the artistic 
ranagement of S, Hurok,. 





KARL BOEHM TO DIRECT BUETIOS AIRES OPERA SEASON, The well-known Aus- 
trian conductor Dr, lari Loelim was engased as music director for the 
1950 German Opera season at the Teatro Colon in buenos Aires, As such 
he will succeed “rich Kleiber, itn ordex not to interfere with Dr, 
Boehm's engagements at the Salzburg Festival, the ltuenos Aires Opera 
season was postponed this year from the beginning of May to the end of 
JUNE» 





HAYDN MUSEUM PIANNED, ‘The house in which Josef Haydn was born,in 
Rohrau (Lower Austria), will soon be bought by the Austrian Government 
and the rooms in which the ,reat conmmoser lived will be converted into 
a muUsewWi. 





15 MILLION SCHILLIUGS FOR VIENNA'S "OLDEST CITIZEN". The people of 
Vienna contributed 15 million schiliings for the reconstruction of 
their “oldest citizen" -- the Cathedral of St. Stephen -- which was 
severely damaged during the war, Cardinal Theodor Innitzer stated at 

a recent press conference, By December 1948 already it was thus pos- 
sible to make this Austrian national shrine again partly accessible to 
the people. This year, work will be done on the roofing which will 
require some 250,000 tiles. Forty thousand of these have already been 
bought with funds from various donations, and it is hoped that the re- 
mainder can be financed woth money obtained as a result of a new 
appeal to the generosity of Austrians, both at home and abroad, P?ro- 
fessor farl Holey, the well”known architect and university professor 
wno is responsibie for all reconstruction work done on the cathedral, 


was made an honorary citizen of Vienna on the occasion of his recent 
70th birthday. 








20 AUSTRIAN FILMS OPENED IN 1949, The following 20 Austrian films 

were released in 1949 (compaied to 24 pictures in 1948): "Hexen" 
(Alpenfilm Ges, Graz/, “Liebling der Welt" (Donau Berna), "Das Maerchen 
vom Glueck" (Belvedere), "Dr. Hosin" (Belvedere), "“Geheimmisvolle Tie- 
fe" (Pabstfilm-iiiba), “Vagabunden" (Oefa-Film), "Bergkristall" (Pless- 
ner-Film), "Das Siegel Gottes" (Wiener Mundus), "Das iuckucksei" (Wil- 
li-Forst Produktion), “Laubert fuehlt sich bedroht" (Cziffra-Filn), 
"Liebe Freundin" (Filmstudio Josefstadt), “Eroica" (Wiener lunst-Filn), 
"Weisses Gola" (Oefa-Film), "Es lebe das Leben" (Loewen-Filn), “Wir 
haben soeben geheiratet" (Standard-Film), " Die Liebesprobe" (Ring- 
Tilm), “Hoellische Liebe" (Cziffra-Film), "Duell mit dem Tod" (Pabst- 
film-Kiba), “Eins, zwei, drei, aus" (Pabstfilm-Kiba), "hleiner Schwin- 
del am Wolfgangsee" (Alpenlaendische Filmgesellschaft). 

Three of these films were unanimously acclaimed as excellent, two 
were considered as artistic experiments and eight were regarded as good 
average pictures. 

Only eight pictures were actually produced in 1949, an unprecen- 
dented low for Austria. ‘The explanation given for this unusually small 
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film output is the absence of adequate cost amortization possibili- 
ties. wince domestic box o:fice receipts can never be sufficent to 
cover production costs, the export of films is absolutely necessary. 
Germany and Switzerland offer the most natural markets for Austrian 
films, but, particularly in Western Germany, the unfreezing of accu- 
mlated D-.lark accounts has presented great difficulties, In addition, 
those Austrian banks which had previously advanced generous eredits 
to the tili industry are now showing greater caution in financing 

now productions, because of recent disappointments with the quality 
of certain films, But since film circles believe that the market for 
quality motion pictures is still as receptive as ever, Austrian stu- 
dies continue to be the scene of undiminished activity. 


PANT LIL OF FAUST PERFORIEED BY BURGTHEATER, At the end of December, 
t.e Burgtheater, which has boen tompora:ily housed in the "“Ronacher" 
vevdeville theater since 1945, gave a widely acclaimed performance of 
Part IL of Goethe's "Faust" on the occasion of the concluding Goethe 
Year, This second part of the famous ¢iay, whici was published in 
1802, is esnectally difficult to producc because of the great number 
of actors required. This latest revivel was directed by Josef Gie- 
len, tie Director of the Burgtheater, Il’eust was played by Ewald bal- 
ser and Mephisto by Albin Skoda, 








750,000 VISIT AUSTRIAN AMT EXHIBITION, the Austrian paintings now on 
exhibition av the Jutiersl uw iilery of Art in Wash:rgton continue to 
be a great center cr as °ractlon, espectally for sevdents, Each weck 
the museum selects a “Picture of the Week" which is discussed ani in- 
terpreted by an art exnert. ‘hus, Caravaggio's “iludonna with Rosury" 
was chosen for the weels of January 2 to 8 Sy January 16,a total of 
746,147 persons had seen the exhibition, 

As Congress hed not been in session on November 29, when the 
Austrian Art LDxhibition was inaugurated, a special showing for all 
members of Congress was arrauged by the National Gallery on January 
20th. The Austrian Minister in Washington, br. Ludwig lleinwaechter, 
took part in the event. 





ANTON FAISTAUSR EX™ABITION IN NEW YORK, An Anton Faistauer Exhibition 
was opened at the Gallery St, Etienne (46 West 57th Street, New York 
City) on January 17, in the presence of Dr, 'ranz llatsch, Austrian 
Consul General, The exhibition is the first presentation of the 
artist's work in the United States, although the art of Anton Faistau- 
er is already well-known in Europe, The exhibition includes many of 
he artist's important oi1 paintinss, as well as numerous sketches 
which give a revealing insight into his work. This exhibition is the 
first in a series of cultural art exchanges planned between the United 
States and Austria, It will be followed by one-man shows of other 
outstanding Austrian artists at the Callery St. Eticnne. In turn, the 
"Neue Galerie" in Vienna will introduce American artists to the 
Austrian public. The Faistauer Exnibition is open until February 11 
-- ilonday through Saturday froi 10 a.m, to 5 pem. -- and free of 
chargee 





VALUABLE AITAR DISCOVERED IN SALZBUKG,. After extensive research, Dr, 
Heinrich Decxsr, the art historien, was able to identify an altar in 
the St. John's Chapel of the Nonnberg Monastery in Salzburg as the 
work of the famous wood carver Veit Stoss (ab. 1449 - 1533) of Nurem- 
berg, The altar was donated to the Nonnoerg Monastery by Archbishop 
Wolf Dietrich (ab. 1587) on the occasion of the cemolition of the old 
Salzburg Cathedral, 





D> 


‘OOD WILL TOUR OF AUSTRIAN STUDENT GROUP _A SUCCESS. The music and 
‘Satre tour of Austrien university stucents and teachers sponsored 
the “Amt fuer Studentenwanderungen" -- an organization devoted to 
urthering better international relations and facilitating the ex- 
nange of students -- during its first 6 weeks in this country has 
‘silted the states of New York, I/assachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jer- 
ey, Delaware, Ohio, Maryland and Washirgton, D.C, Everywhere the 
scudent group was warmly received by American colleges, high schools 
end other academic institutions. During the period from November 15 
to December 31, the musical group directed by Prof, Oskar F,. Bock gave 
no less than 22 full-length concerts and 8 smaller recitals with great 
successe In addition, the group made 17 short appearances in various 
high schools and gave 3 German poetry recitals, as well as 5 perfor- 
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mances of Schubert's “Leutsche Messe", The group, which is under the 
musical direction of i"elix iiolzer and the artistic direction of Dr, 
Susanne Polsterer, also participated in 22 radio broadcasts, 7 tele- 
ision programs and 12 large receptions, Tie muaber of persons atten- 
ding the larger concerts has been estimated at more than 20,000; those 
attending the school performances, at about 15,90C, 

On the occasion of the Conference of B’shops recently held in 
rhiladelphie, tne Austrian student group gave a performance of Austrian 
folk songs and folk dances at the church of St, l’rancis de Sales in 
that city. Cardinal Dougherty, Archbishop of Philadeiphia, and other 
church officials attended the perforinance, 

During the month of January the Austrian student group continued 
its good will tour to the South and, among others, visited the cities 
of Atianta, Ga,, Athens, ua,, slobile, Ala., and !'ew Orieans, La,, 
where they pave u series of concerts, Universities and other organi- 
zations laterestec in this good will tour of Austrian students are in- 
vited to contact the information Lepartment of the Austrian Consulate 
General, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York, "!.Y. 





AUSTRIAN YOUNG PEOPLE'S BOOK CLUB GAINS 10,000 NEW MEMBERS. Asa 
result of its recent promotion campaign, the Austrian Young People's 
Book Club increased its membersnip by 10,000 new members in one month, 
Austrian bookstores have agreed to give the club's members a 25% dis- 
count on every bock,. ‘the aim of the organization is to further the 
literary education and mornl improvement oi young peopie, The club 
recently published a catalogue, listing 8 books for cach of 5 different 
age groups, to help parents in their selection oi books for their 
children, 





FIRST INTERNATIONAL COWGRISS OF ICROCILMISTRY TO BE HEID IN GRAZ, 

The Ist International Congress of micrccnemistry will be nelid in Craz 
from July 2 to 6, 1950, under the auspices of the Austrian Society of 
licrochemistrye. The purpose of the congress is to assenible microche- 
mists trom all over the worla for mutual discussions and exchanges of 
ideas, and to provide them with an incentive for their further work, 
ihe fact that the congress is veing held in Austria is all the more 
significant because scientific circles have generally considered Aus- 
tria as the country where quantitative microchemistry originated, It 
was thanks to the work of such austrien scientists as Prof, I, Pregl 
anc Prof, F, Emich that microchemistry came into its own in most of 
the countries of the world. The progrem of the 1st International Con- 
gress of ‘dicrochenistry in Graz incluces ceremonies commemorating tne 
10th and 20th anniversaries of the deaths of Professors Emich and 
Pregl respectively, lectures by well-known microchemists covering the 
entire fiela of microchemistry, as well as a number o7f reports and ex- 
hibits, ‘he Provincial Government of Styria and the Municipal Council 
of the province's capital city of Graz plan to hold receptions for 
those attending the congress, Individuals interested in participating 
in this first International Congress of ilicrochemistry are invited to 
contact liv, benecetti-Pichler, associate vrofessor of Chemistry, Queens 
Collese, slushing, No. 





"WIENER ZELSTUNG™ IN LEILKARY OF CONGRESS, The Serials Division of the 
Library of Congress ues enlarged its collection of foreign newspapers 
by the purchase oi 335 volumes of the “Viiener Zeitung" at a cost of 
$2,900, ‘This acquisition is said to be one of the largest ever made 
by the library. A complete file of the "Wiener Zeitung", from 1812 to 
1918, is now available there, Previously, only the volumes from the 
beginning of 1926 to June 15, 1959, and those from September 21, 1945, 
to the present had been available, The editions from 1919 to 1925 and 
from June 1939, to February 28, 1940, are still missing. 











FAMOUS AUSTRIAN ECONOMIST DIES IN U.S. Joseph Alois Schumpeter, for- 
mer Austrian inister of »inance during the l’irat kepublic and an in- 
ternationally known economist, died on January 9, 1950, in his Taconic, 
Conne, home at the age of sixty-six. 

He came to the United States for the first time as an exchange 
professor in 1915, Since 1932 he was professor of economics at Har- 
vard, He was the author of many articles and books on economics, His 
book "Capitalis, Socialism and Democracy" received particularly wide 
acclaim, Dr. Schumpeter was president of the American Economic Asso- 
ciation in 1943 and of the Econometric Society, 1959-41. 
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CRIME IN VIENNA ON THE DECLINE, There has been a sharp decline of 
crime in Vienna during 1945, according to a report relensed by the 
Vienna Police Department. Compared to the crime figures for 1946, 
murder cases decreased :'rom 97 to 19, attempted murders from 65 to ol, 
robbery assaults frem 986 to 120, burglaries from about 6,200 to about 
1,300, car thefts from 626 to 95, robberies from 14,500 to 5,400, minor 
thefts from 10,500 to 6,600, larceny cases from 4, 600 to 5,500 and sex 
offenses from about 1,200 to about 200 

the Police Department is taking preventive measures, such as the 
forthcoming opening of a new home for wayward children, to curb juve- 
nile delinquency, 

“ne report also noted an increase in the number of clubs (1497). 
she Lost and Found Division annownced that 32,0V0 objects had been 
turned in to the Department, some of which were never claimed, 

Ten thousand new automobile licences were issued and 25,0L0 traffic 
violations recorded; in 900 of these cases, driver's licences were 
withdrawn, 430 for drunken drivinge 

The Lconomic Vivision of the Department handled 8,400 cases of 
price violations, 5,00 cases of black inarireteering, 1,100 currency 


violations and 620 similar cases, 





QUEEN JULIANA OF THE NEVULRLANDS TO VISIO! AUSTRIA. Queen Juliana of 
the lhetherlands is planning to speix. a .ew weeks in St. Anton-am-Arl- 
berg with her three olvusst daughters duvring the second half of 
Februarye The Netherlands queen also visited Austria during last 
year's winter sports sexusone 











AUSTRIAN SKI TEAM FOR F,2.-S5. ChAIPIOUSiLTrS TO ARRIVE ON JANUARY 26, 
The cighteen-member Austrian oat tena wich will participate in the 
world ski championships staged by the Fédération internationale de Ski 
(FiS) at Aspen, Col. (Alpine events) and Late Placid, N.Y., (Nordic 
events) will arrive by plane in New York on January 26. The Austrian 
team, which is led by trainers Toni Seelos and Pepi Gabl, includes the 
following ace skiers: 

Viomen: ‘rude Lelser, Lydia Gsatrein, Kesi Hammerer, Erika Mahrin- 
ger, Dagrur itiom, Anneliese ScintheProxauf,. lien: Franz Gabl, Eselbert 
Haider, Edi Wall, Karl lMartitsch, Hens Wogler, Christian Pravda, Egon 
Schoepf, Walter Schuster and Toni Spiess. 

Some of the Austrian skiers wiil participate in the fiarriman Cup 
Races in Sun Valley, Idaho, and in the North american Slalom Champion- 
ship in Banff, Canada, following their participation in the Aspen and 
Lake Placid events. 

Lefore their departure from Vienna, the r.1l.o. skiers will attend 
a gala ball, the proceeds of which wiil be used to defray their travel 
expenseSe 














TWO AUSTRIANS SEEDED AMOTG WORED'S BEST SWIMS, Two Austrians were 
seeded among the top ten in the list of the world's ranking swimmers 
published by the International Orga:.ization of National Swimning Asso- 
clations (FINA). in the catesory “of the 100 weter backstroke, Helmut 
Koppelstaedter, of Vienna, is listed foiwtna (time : 1,07 minutes) and 
in the category of the 200 meter breast stroke, Willi Pavlicek, of 
Innsbruck, is listed ninth (tine 3: 2,41 minutes), 





EUROPEAN SWIMMING CHANMPLONSH LPS 31 ViENMA. At its recent meeting in 
Paris, the Luropean Leeeiee of Cwinriing Clubs decided to entrust 
Austria with the organizat ion of its next European championships, 


which will be held in Vienna from August 2O to 27 





NINTH COMPULSORY SCHOOL YEAR PIANNED IN AUSTRIA, Dr, Leopold sechner, 
President of the Vienna inicipal Board oF Bducation, declared in an 
interview that plans are being made to anend the law on compulsory 
education which has been in force since 1896. The new law, which is 
sontemplated tor 1953, would require every Austrian to complete nine, 
instead of eight, years of compulsory education, 

Dr, secliner disclosed the following details regarding the school 
situation in Vienna: 

In 1948 Vienna had 413 public and secondary schools, During the 
war 199 school buildings had been destroyed or damaged. after World 
War IL reconstruction work was begun on the school buildings which 
were less severely damasec, and in 1946, school activities were resumed 
in 214 buildings. in the course of the following four years 101 addi- 
tional school buildings were repaired and turee new schools openede 
In 1945 a total of 17 public and secondary school buildings were re- 
quisitioned by the Allies in Vienna, Wit. tiie exception of 7 buildings, 
these have now been returned to the municipal school authorities. 
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syTEISIV EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES OFTERED BY AUSTRIAN SUMMER SCHOOLS, 





As in the past, Austrian summer schools this year will again 
offer extensive educational facilities, as well as an attractive pro- 
gram Of social activities that will include attendance at the Salzburg 
Festival and visits to famous places of interest, An added incentive 
for foreign stucents is the new rate of exchance -- 26 schillings to 
the dollar -- granted to tourists, foilowing the recent currency de- 
yaluation which has meade Austria one of the cheapest countries of 
trave Le 


I, Swamer school of the University of Vienna 
Place: Traunsee Castle near Gmuncen, Upper Austria, 


Tine 3; July 25 to September 2, 








Courses and Seminars: tnternational Law, History of Modern Iinter- 
netional Relations, Comparative Law -- Austrian and American 
Government, woedern Economic Problems and Theories, Geography and 
Geopolitics, The Development of Medieval Painting from Pompeii to 
‘lasaccio, ‘The Philosophical and Social Background of Modern Edu- 
cation, borderland ‘roblems of Psychopathology, German for Begin- 
ners, German for intermediate Students, German for Advanced 
otudents, uerman Literature, 





Social Activities: (a) three visits to the Salzburg Festival; (b) 
several sight-seeing tours to various points of artistic interest; 
(c) a visit to the "Dachsteinhoehien" (grottoes); (d) a four-day 
visit to Vienna, 





Cost: %$ 165 for complete room and board (five meals, from 1 to 4 
people per room), attendance at all courses and lectures, partici- 
pation in all social activities. 


Registrations should be filed with the International Institute of 
nHducation, 2 Vest 45th Street, New York, NeY., or with the Austro- 
Avlerican Institute of scucation, Opernring 4, Vienna, austria, 
Applications should be accompanied by a fee of * 10 for registra- 
tion and an advance payment of % 40, ‘The balance is due upon 


arvival at Schloss Traunsee, Deadline for registrations is March 
Ole 





Credits: applicants must have completed at lcast two years of 
college work, A certificate will be issued wpon successful com- 
pletion of the examination; a complete description of the courses 
taken and a transcript of credits cbtained will be furnished by 
the University of Vienna, The swwier school is approved by the 
Veterans Administration, 





II. Swmer School cf the University of Innsbruck 
—- : —_ ae wr - : 
Place: iiayrnofen in the sillertal, Tyro., 
Time : four series of courses of twenty Gays each, starting on 





cune 25, July 16, August 6 and august ¢7 respectively. 
Language: the lectures will »e given in German, with most of them 
repeated in French and English, 





Courses and Seminars: German for Beginners and Advanced Students; 
Lectures on Austria, on Austrian Art and Culture, and on the 
Historical, Social and Economic Structure of Austria, Lectures on 


lusic, with particular emphasis on the program of the Salzburg 
Festival, 





Social Activities: excursions to Innsbruck, Achensee and Salzburg. 





Cost: 900 schillings (approximately $ 35) for room and board. 
Tickets to the Salzburg «estival are extra, 

Further details ray be obtained from the Information Depart- 
ment of the Austrian Consulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, 17, l'.Y. 


Iil, International Music and Theater Courses of the Salzburg Mozarteun 
Place: Salzburg 
Tine : July 20 to August 50, 


Tanruage: German, English and French. 
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Courses amd Seminars: Lectures and Practical Instruction in 
Conducting, Opera Singing, Stage Directing, Stage Designing, 
Composition, Piano, Organ, larpsichord, Violin, Violincello, 
Harp; also History of Music, Music Criticism and History of 
the Song. 





Arran¢ements will be made with the management of the Salz- 
burg lestival for students to obtain permission to attend occa- 
sional rehearsals of VYestival operas and eoncerts, The Mozarte- 
eum Siwumer School will also reserve a certain number of low- 
priced tickets to Festival performances, Public concerts, at 
which students will have an opportunity to perform, will also 
be presented by the ilozarteum, Symposiums and discussions will 
be arranged for teachers, students and prominent artists parti- 
Cipating in the valzburg Festival, in order to establish pro- 
fessional and social contacts, 


Cost: The tuition fee for one master course is $100, for theory 
courses (History of Music, Seminar for Music Criticism, Music 
heucation, etc.) $20. Daily expenses for food and lodgings will 
amount to about $3 (80 Austrian schillings). 


Registrations will be accepted witil June 1 and applications 
Should be adcressed to; “International Sumer Academy, ilozarteun, 
Schwarzgasse 26, scalzburg, austria", or to the Austrian State 
sourist Deportinent, 48 Last 45th street, New York 17, N.Y. 


Further detuils may also be obtained from the Information 
Department of the Austrian Consulate General, 509 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 17, Vere 


IV. International Summer School of the Theological Faculty of Salz- 
burg 
Piace 3: Salzburg 
Tire +: August 10 to 31, 
lanzuape suerman and in lishe 








Courses and seminars: Theology, Philosophy, Education, Psycho- 
logy, sociology, Economics (all in German); the Arts, iiusic, 
Sociology, lWatural Sciences (all in English). 





Ve Sumuer School of Economics in Beda ischl 
Place : Had ischl, Upper austria, 
‘ime : August 1 to JO, 
langue gesverman, 








Courses and Seminars: August 1 to 20 : Courses on the German 
lanzuage; August 20 to 28; Lectures on “Present-Day Ecanomic 
Theory and Political Economy", 





Social Activities; August 28 to 30: Visit to Salzburg Festival, 
to incustrial installations in Upper Austria and sight-seeing 
tourse 

Cost: registration fee: 85 schillings. Koom and board: approxi- 
mately 40 to 50 schillings per day. 





VI. Sixth International Summer School of the Austrian College in 
Alpbacn 
Detailed information regarding time and programs will be 
given in e forthcoming issue of the “austrian information" 
bulletin. 





NOTICE, In response to numerous inquiries the Austrian Consulate 
veneral in New York wishes to state that the monthly newspaper 
"Austria", publisned by “Guenther Publications" in New York, is a 
private publication and in no way connected with the Austrian Govern- 
ment or any of its agencies, The contents of the publication “Austria” 
do therefore not in any way reflect the opinion of the Austrian Con- 
Sulate (renerale 





READERS AKE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
AUSTRIAN LNFORMATION 
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